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Amendments to the Claims 



Claims 1-19 (canceled) 

20. (previously presented) Process for making a dispensing assembly 
comprising: 

(a) providing carton means having a dispensing opening in a side wall 
thereof, pour spout means mounted in said dispensing opening and including 
a front panel and separate liner means in said carton; 

(b) bonding said liner means to said front panel whereby upon initial 
opening of the pour spout means, that portion of the liner bonded to said front 
panel separates from said liner means providing access to the interior 
thereof. 



21 . (currently amended) The process of claim 20 wherein: 
®^'*LB°'il®P°iiLP?^^"® P^"®' fwrthei* comprises a lamination of a 



paperboard material and a plastic material. 



22. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein said plastic 
material comprises a polyester material. 



23. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 and further 
comprising a coating layer on said plastic material. 



24. (previously presented) The process of claim 23 wherein said 
coating layer comprises polyethylene. 



25. (previously presented) The process of claim 23 wherein said 
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bonding said liner means to said front panel comprises bonding said liner 
means to said coating layer. 

26. (previously presented) The process of claim 23 and further 
comprising forming at least one cut line in said coating layer. 

27. (previously presented) The process of claim 20 wherein said pour 
spout means further comprises: 



28. (previously presented) The process of claim 27 wherein said first 
wing portion is attached to said front panel at a first fold line and said second 
wing portion Is attached to said front panel at a second fold line. 

29. (withdrawn) Process for providing a dispensing spout for a filled 
carton which carton comprises a plurality of sidewall panels and top and 
bottom panels with a first sidewall panel having a pair of spaced apart fold 
lines joining the first sidewall panel to a second sidewall panel and a third 
sidewall panel and wherein the carton has an outer layer formed from a 
relatively rigid material and a partially weakened portion formed in the first 
sidewall panel so that said partially weakened portion may be broken away 
from the first sidewall panel and be pivotally mounted thereon comprising: 

providing a pour spout having a central body portion, a first wing 
portion extending from one side of said central body portion and a second 
wing portion extending from the other side of said central body portion; 

securing said central body portion of said pour spout to said partially 
weakened portion with said first wing portion superposed over but not 
secured to at least a portion of said second sidewall panel and said second 
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wing portion superposed over but not secured to at least a portion of said 
tliird sidewall panel; 

providing an inner layer for said carton conDprisIng a sheet of a 
relatively flexible fluid impervious material having at least a portion thereof 
superposed over at least a portion of said outer layer and said pour spout so 
that said pour spout is located between said outer and inner layers; and 

securing at least portions of said inner layer to at least portions of said 
central body portion of said pour spout so that said at least portions of said 
inner layer move with said central body portion of said pour spout and said 
partially weakened portion to fomn an opening for said carton. 

30. (withdrawn) The process of claim 29 wherein: 
said pour spout central body portion further comprises a lamination of 

a paperboard material and a plastic material. 

31 . (withdrawn) The process of claim 30 wherein said plastic material 
comprises a polyester material. 

32. (withdrawn) The process of claim 30 and further comprising a 
coating layer on said plastic material. 

33. (withdrawn) The process of claim 32 wherein said coating layer 
comprises polyethylene. 

34. (withdrawn) The process of claim 32 wherein said securing at least 
portions of said inner layer to at least portions of said central body portion 
comprises bonding said at least portions of said inner layer to said coating 
layer. 





Page 5 of 45 



S.N. 10/027,744 
Art Unit 3721 
AttyDktPP 5.71(c) 



35. (withdrawn) The process of claim 32 and further comprising 
fomning at least one cut line in said coating layer. 

36. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly comprising; 

(a) a carton having a dispensing flap in a side wall thereof, said flap 
having top and side edges, and a liner therein filled with product and sealed; 

(b) said filled liner being bonded to said side wall adjacent said 
dispensing up and to said flap along a weaken tear line corresponding to the 
top and side edges of said dispensing flap without breaking the seal of said 
liner whereby upon initial opening of said flap that portion of the liner bonded 
thereto separates along said weakened tear line providing access to the 
contents of said carton. 

37. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 36 wherein said flap 
includes means to promote bonding with said liner. 

38. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 37 wherein said means 
to promote bonding comprises a heat generator and a heat activatable 
adhesive. 



39. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 38 wherein the heat 
generator is selected from the group consisting of a metal foil, a metallic salt 
and metal particles. 

40. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly comprising: 

(a) a carton having a dispensing opening in a side wall thereof and 
a liner therein; 

(b) a pour spout mounted in said dispensing opening pivotable 
between open and closed positions and including a front panel; 
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(c) said liner being bonded to said front panel whereby upon initial 
opening of the pour spout that portion of the liner bonded to said front panel 
separates from said liner providing access to the inter or thereof. 

41 . (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 40 wherein said font 
panel includes means to promote bonding with said liner. 

42. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 41 wherein said means 
to promote bonding comprises a heat generator and a heat activatable 
adhesive. 

43. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 42 wherein the heat 
generator is selected from the our consisting a metal foil, a metallic salt and 
metal particles. 

44. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 40 including means to 
lock said pour spout in its open and closed positions. 

45. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly comprising: 

(a) a carton having side and end walls and a sealed liner therein 
containing particulate product; 

(b) an access panel severably connected to one wall of said carton 
and pivotable at an integral base thereof; 

(c) a fitment having a dispensing opening and an upper margin 
portion attached to the interior of said one wall such that said access panel 
overlies said dispensing opening overlies said access panel; and 

(d) a pour spout having side panels and a front panel, said front 
panel being bonded on one side to the interior of said access panel to pivot 
therewith between open and closed positions, and on the other side to said 




Page 7 of 45 




S.N. 10/027,744 

Art Unit 3721 

Atty Dkt PP 5.71(c) 

liner In an area corresponding to said dispensing opening such tiiat upon 
initial opening of the pour spout, that portion of the liner bonded to said front 
panel separates from said liner providing access to the contents thereof. 



46. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 45 wherein said fitment 
Includes side members adjacent said dispensing opening forming a narrow 
space with the side walls of said carton for receiving the side panels of said 
pour spout. 



47. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 45 wherein the front 
panel of said spout has a tab adapted to interlock with releasable locking tab 
in the upper margin portion of said fitment. 

48. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 45 wherein said wall 
having said access panel has a removable section overlying a segment of the 
upper margin portion of said fitment adjacent said dispensing opening. 

49. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 45 wherein said side 
panels of said spout hive means to hold said spout in the open and closed 
positions. 

50. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 46 wherein said fitment 
includes a cut-out member defining the dispensing opening which is bonded 
to the interior of the front panel of said pour spout. 

51 . (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 50 wherein said cut-out 
member has center and vertical side sections, said center section being 
bonded to the interior of the front panel of said pour spout and said side 
sections extending into the side members of said fitment at right angles to 
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said center section. 

52. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 45 wherein the front 
panel of said spout includes means to promote bonding to said liner. 

53. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 50 wherein said cut-out 
member includes means to promote bonding to said liner. 

54. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 51 wherein said center 
and vertical side sections include means to promote bonding to said liner. 

55. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 53 wherein said means 
to promote bonding comprises a heat generator and a heat activatable 
adhesive. 

56. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 55 wherein said heat 
generator is a selected from the group consisting of metal foil, a metallic salt 
and metal particles. 

57. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 45 wherein said side 
panels are stiffened to facilitate closing of said pour spout. 

58. (withdrawn) Pour spout comprising: 

(a) a fitment having a dispensing opening and upper and lower 
margin portions adjacent said dispensing opening; 

(b) a pour spout having side panels and a front panel pivoting 
between open and closed positions about the base of said front panel, said 
front panel being integral with said lower margin portion such that when the 
pour spout is folded over said fitment, said front panel overlies said 
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dispensing opening. 

59. (withdrawn) Pour spout of claim 58 wherein said fitment includes 
side members adjacent said dispensing opening. 

60. (withdrawn) Pour spout of claim 59 wherein said fitment includes a 
cut-out member defining the dispensing opening which is bonded to the 
interior of the front panel of said pour spout. 

61 . (withdrawn) Pour spout of claim 60 wherein said cut-out member 
has center and vertical side sections, said center section being bonded to the 
interior of the front panel of said pour spout and said side sections extending 
into the side members of said fitment at right angles to said center section. 

62. (withdrawn) Pour spout of claim 58 wherein the front panel of said 
spout has a tab adapted to interlock with a releasable locking tab in said 
upper margin portion. 

63. (withdrawn) Pour spout of claim 60 wherein means to promote 
bonding with a carton liner are adhered to the interior of said fitment. 

64. (withdrawn) Pour spout of claim 61 wherein the side panels of said 
pour spout have means to hold said pour spout in the open and closed 
positions. 

65. (withdrawn) Pour spout of claim 61 wherein said means to promote 
bonding comprises a heat generator and a heat activatable adhesive. 

66. (withdrawn) Pour spout of claim 65 wherein the heat generator 
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concentrates heat at the edges of said dispensing opening to form a 
weakened tear line in the liner. 

67. (withdrawn) Process for making a dispensing assembly comprising: 

(a) providing a carton having a dispensing flap in a side wall 
thereof, said flap having top and side edges and a liner therein filled with 
product and sealed; 

(b) bonding said liner to said side wall adjacent said dispensing flap 
and to said flap along a weakened tear line corresponding to the top and side 
edges of said dispensing flap without breaking the seal of the liner whereby 
upon initial opening of said flap that portion of the liner bonded thereto 
separates from said liner along said weakened tear providing access to the 
contents of said carton. 

68. (withdrawn) Process for making a dispensing assembly comprising: 

(a) providing a carton having a dispensing opening in a side wall 
thereof, a pour spout having a front panel mounted in said dispensing 
opening and a separate liner in said carton; 

(b) bonding said liner to said front panel whereby upon initial 
opening of the pour spout means, that portion of the liner bonded to said front 
panel separates from said liner providing access to the interior thereof, 
wherein said front panel is provided with means to promote bonding to said 
liner and bonding energy is delivered to the interface between said front panel 
and said liner. 

69. (withdrawn) Process of claim 68 wherein said liner is filled and 
sealed and said portion of said liner is brought into contact with said front 
panel for bonding thereto. 
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70. (withdrawn) Process of claim 69 wherein said carton is exposed to 
an area of reduced pressure to bring a portion of said iiner into contact with 
said front panel for bonding thereto. 



71 . (withdrawn) Process of claim 70 wherein said carton is subject to 
pressure or shaking to bring said liner into contact with said front panel. 

72. (withdrawn) Process of claim 68 wherein an induction heating 
source delivers said bonding energy. 

73. (withdrawn) Process for making a dispensing assembly comprising: 

(a) providing a carton having side and end walls, a separate liner 
therein adapted to contain particulate product, a fitment having a cut-out 
defining a dispensing opening and an upper margin portion and a pour spout 
having side panels and a front panel; 

(b) providing an access panel severably connected to one wall of 
said carton means and pivotable at an integral base thereof; 

(c) attaching said fitment to the interior of said one wall such that 
said access panel overlies said cut-out defining a dispensing opening; 

(d) bonding the front panel of said pour spout to one side to the 
interior of said access panel to pivot therewith between open and closed 
positions, and on the other side to said cut-out; and 

(e) bonding said liner to said cut-out such that upon initial opening 
of the pour spout, that portion of the liner bonded to said cut-out separates 
from said liner providing access to the contents of the carton. 

74. (withdrawn) Process of claim 73 wherein said liner is filled and 
sealed and said portion of said liner is brought into contact with said cut-out 
for bonding thereto. 
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75. (withdrawn) Process of claim 74 wherein said carton is exposed to 
an area of reduced pressure to bring a portion of said liner into contact with 
said cut-out for bonding thereto. 

76. (withdrawn) Process of claim 73 wherein said fitment is provided 
with means to promote bonding to said liner and bonding energy is delivered 
to the interface between said fitment and said liner. 

77. (withdrawn) Process for making a pour spout assembly comprising: 
(a) forming a fitment having a cut-out defining a dispensing opening 

and upper and lower margin portions adjacent said cut-out; 



(b) forming a pour spout having side panels and a front panel 
pivoting between open and closed positions about the base of said front 
panel, said front panel being integral with the lower margin portion of said 
fitment; and 

(c) folding said pour spout over said fitment such that said front 
panel overlies said cut-out. 

78. (withdrawn) Process of claim 77 wherein means to promote 
bonding with a liner are applied to said cut-out and to said fitment adjacent 
said cut-out. 

79. (withdrawn) Apparatus for providing a carton with a dispensing 
assembly which comprises: 

(a) means for providing a carton having a dispensing flap in a side 
all thereof, said flap having top and side edges and liner therein filled with 
product and sealed; 

(b) means to bring said liner into contact with said flap; and 

(c) means to bond said liner to said side wall adjacent said 
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dispensing flap and to said flap along a weakened tear line corresponding to 
the top and side edges of said dispensing flap without breaking the seal of 
said liner whereby upon initial opening of said flap that portion of the liner 
bonded thereto separates alone said weakened tear line providing access to 
the contents of said carton. 



80. (withdrawn) Apparatus of claim 79 wherein said means to bring 
said liner into contact with said means to promote bonding comprises 
pressure or shaking means. 

81 . (withdrawn) Apparatus for providing a carton with a dispensing 
assembly which comprises 

(a) means for providing a carton having a dispensing opening in a 
side wall thereof, a pour spout having a front panel mounted in said 
dispensing opening, a separate liner therein and means to promote bonding 
between said liner and said front panel; 

(b) means to bring said liner into contact with said front panel; and 

(c) means to deliver bonding energy to the interface between said 
liner and said front panel to bond same whereby upon initial opening of the 
pour spout that portion of the liner bonded to said front panel separates from 
said liner providing access to the interior thereof. 



82. (withdrawn) Apparatus of claim 81 wherein said means to bring 
said liner into contact with said front panel comprises reduced pressure 
means. 



83. (withdrawn) Apparatus of claim 81 wherein said means to deliver 
bonding energy comprises an induction heating source. 
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84. (withdrawn) Apparatus for providing a carton with a dispensing 
opening comprising: 

(a) means for providing a carton blank having side and end walls 
and an access panel in one wall thereof; 

(b) means for providing a pour spout having side panels and a front 
panel and a fitment having a cut-cut defining a dispensing opening, upper and 
lower margin portions and side members adjacent said opening, said fitment 
being folded over said pour spout such that said cut-out overlies said front 
panel; 

(c) means for applying means to promote bonding to a carton liner 
to said cut-out and said fitment adjacent said cut-out; 

(d) means for adhering one side of said front panel to said access 
panel and the other side to said cut-out; 

(e) means to erect a carton from said carton blank and to insert 
therein a sealed liner containing particulate product; 

(f) means to bring said liner into contact with said means to 
promote bonding; and 

(g) means to deliver bonding energy to the interface between said 
liner and said means to promote bonding whereby upon initial opening of the 
pour spout, that portion of the liner bonded to said cut-out separates from 
said liner providing access to the contents thereof. 

85. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly comprising 

(a) a carton having a dispensing flap in a side wall thereof defining 
a dispensing opening and a liner therein; 

(b) a pour spout having a front panel bonded to said dispensing flap 
and pivotable in said dispensing opening between open and closed positions; 

(c) said liner being bonded to said front panel whereby upon initial 
opening of the pour spout that portion of the liner bonded to said front panel 
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separates from said liner providing access to the interior tliereof , wlierein said 
means to promote bonding comprises a lieat generator and a heat activatable 
adhesive. 

86. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 85 wherein said front 
panel includes means to promote bonding with said liner. 

87. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 85 wherein the heat 
generator is selected from the group consisting of a metal foil, a metallic salt 
and metal particles. 

88. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 85 including means to 
lock said pour spout in its open and closed positions. 

89. (withdrawn) Process for making a dispensing assembly comprising; 

(a) providing a carton having a dispensing flap in a side wall thereof 
defining a dispensing opening, a pour spout having a front panel pivotable in 
said dispensing opening between open and closed positions, and a separate 
liner therein; 

(b) bonding said liner to said front panel whereby upon initial 
opening of he pour spout, that portion of the liner bonded to said front panel 
separates from said liner providing access to the interior thereof, wherein said 
front panel is provided with means to promote bonding to said liner and 
bonding energy is delivered to the interface between said front panel and said 
liner. 

90. (withdrawn) Apparatus for providing a carton with a dispensing 
assembly which comprises: 

(a) means for providing a carton having a dispensing flap in a side 
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wall thereof defining a dispensing opening, a pour spout having a front panel 
pivotable in said dispensing opening between open and closed positions, and 
a separate liner therein; 

(b) means for bonding said liner to said front panel whereby upon 
initial opening of he pour spout, that portion of the liner bonded to said front 
panel separates from said liner providing access to the interior thereof, 
wherein said front panel is provided with means to promote bonding to said 
liner and bonding energy is delivered to the Interface between said front panel 
and said liner. 

91 . (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly comprising: 

(a) a carton having a dispensing opening in a side wall thereof and 
a separate liner therein; 

(b) a pour spout mounted to said dispensing opening, said pour 
spout being pivotable between opened and closed positions and including a 
front panel; 

(c) said front panel including a bonding member adapted to bond 
said liner thereto and to concentrate bonding energy to create a weakened 
tear line in said liner corresponding to said dispensing opening. 

92. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly of claim 91 wherein said bonding 
member is a metal foil. 

93. (withdrawn) Process for preparing a dispensing assembly 
comprising: 

(a) providing a carton having a dispensing opening in a side wall 
thereof, a separate filled and sealed liner therein and a pour spout mounted 
to said dispensing opening, said pour spout being pivotable between 
opened and closed positions and including a front panel having a bonding 
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member, and 

(b) providing bonding energy to said bonding member to bond said 
liner to said front panel and create and to form a weakened tear line in the 
liner corresponding to said dispensing opening. 

94. (withdrawn) Dispensing assembly comprising: 
carton having a dispensing flap and a liner therein filled with product 
and sealed therein; 

said filled liner being bonded to said flap along a weakened tear line 
without breaking Its seal whereby upon Initial opening of the flap that portion 
of the liner bonded thereto separates from said liner along said weakened 
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